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BOROUGH OF DUMONT 

BERGEN COUNTY, N.J. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 

APRIL 3, 2012 

6:30 PM 

 

Mayor Kelly called the meeting to order at 6:35PM 

 

Flag Salute, Silent Prayer 

Sunshine Law:  The notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 

New Jersey have been satisfied by the inclusion of the date, time and place of this regular 

meeting in the annual schedule and notice of regular meetings of this Governing Body.  

Such annual schedule and notice of regular meetings is posted at Borough Hall, was sent 

to The Record and the Ridgewood News, posted on the Borough website and filed with 

the Borough of Dumont. 

 

Roll Call: 

Council members: Brophy, Carrick, Freeman (arrived at 6:35PM), Hayes, Stylianou, 

Zamechansky-present 

Mayor Kelly-present 

 

Motion to Accept Agenda as presented:  Councilman Stylianou 

Second: Councilman Freeman 

All in favor. 

  

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Dominic Carrino reported that the NJEIT Phase II project has begun.  The 

contractor has begun cleaning the ditch, removing trees and installing inlets.  The clean 

material storage issue was resolved; it will be stored at a site near TwinBoro Field.   

The punch list for the White Beeches Pump Station project is complete.  The 

extension cord delivery is the only remaining item. 

The Roosevelt Avenue storm drainage field work was completed last week.  They 

are doing the design work now so that it can be bid in May and construction can begin in 

June. 

Bill Matulewicz from T&M Associates presented information on the status of the 

DPW Remediation project.  He has been managing this project in accordance with DEP 

correspondence received about a year ago.  He distributed drawings, one of which was a 

1954 aerial photograph of the DPW area.  He explained that in the ‘80s and ‘90’s there 

were multiple underground storage tanks on this site.   Back in the ‘90’s significant 

groundwater contamination was detected.  For various reasons, the investigation was 

tabled and T&M picked it up about a year and a half ago.  The drawings showed different 

chemicals at the site.  DEP looks at buildings thirty feet from the Vapor Intrusion trigger.  

The next step, toward the end of April, will be to look at the DPW building, the Knights 

of Columbus and the office building to test the indoor air and the air under the slab to 

make sure the concentrations are not getting into the building.  Notices were sent 

certified, return receipt letters last week.   The results will be reported to the property 
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owners seven to ten days after testing is completed.  There were no hydrocarbons that 

were seen at the site in the brook.  It looks like the plumes are stable, not migrating.  

PCE, which is common dry cleaning solvent, did show up in the Hirschfield Brook.  He 

feels that this is from an upstream source unrelated to the DPW.  It actually showed up in 

1991 so it is a historic spill.  It is not the Borough’s problem-it was reported to the DEP 

and they will address this under their publicly-funded program.  A remediation strategy 

for the hydrocarbons will now be developed by T&M.    

 

Budget- 

Finance chair Freeman reported that the committee met last evening and will meet 

again tomorrow evening.  They are still above the cap by $63,000.  Once they reach the 

cap, the result will be $170 increase per average household.   Discussion of shared 

services, which nobody wants to talk about, will be happening in the near future.  There 

is no way around it.   Insurance, BCUA fees, pension and debt service keep increasing 

and the Borough still has to stay under the 2% cap.  He plans on working on the next 

budget starting May 2
nd

. 

Councilman Stylianou pointed out that in order to get to this number, money was 

taken from surplus.  Hopefully, they will be able to replenish that. 

Mayor Kelly said that this is a work in progress.  They are going line by line; 

there has been discussion of layoffs but this would be a last resort. 

Councilman Carrick said that they asked the police to give back to help with the 

budget.  There are many foreclosures in town.  At this point the municipal tax is at $170 

per household, not including school and county taxes.  He doesn’t want to lay off a police 

officer.  It’s up to the police to do their part.  The Council has to establish a budget, 

protect the residents and make it affordable for them to live here.  He said that at a 

meeting with some police officers, the question was asked if two police officers retired, 

would the town pick up their health insurance until age 65.  According to the 

Councilman, the day after the meeting, the police responded that they would offer no 

concessions. 

Councilwoman Zamechansky directed her statement to the police-her husband is 

in a union and that it is a shame that they cannot get together and help each other.  She 

asked what happens when they are out on the streets and they have to watch each other’s 

backs?  The Councilwoman said it is not the Council’s fault that they have to consider 

cutting personnel. She said she will give up her health insurance, which has been a bone 

of contention, in order to try to help secure the police officers’ jobs. 

Councilman Stylianou stated that the police have always had the support of the 

Council.  He said it would be really disappointing if they did not want to make 

concessions to save the jobs of the two police officers.  The Councilman said that he will 

give up his $2,000 stipend if it will help. 

 

Motion to open to the public: Councilman Carrick 

Second: Councilman Freeman 

All in favor. 

1. Bob McQuade, 284 Knickerbocker Road, stated that he had submitted a resume 

for the position of Recycling Coordinator.  He is certified and offered to do it for 

half the salary of the previous coordinator.  He just found out that the same person 
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was rehired.  He also said that there is a formula for the number of police officers 

needed in a town. 

2. Eric Abrahamsen, 66 Prospect Avenue, asked how many police grants have been 

applied for.  There was an article online about Cleveland receiving a grant for 

6,500,000 from the Federal government.  He suggested that one way to save 

money would be to go back to having volunteers run Dumont Day.  He also 

questioned whether legally the police can open their contracts.  It is his 

understanding that if they do, everything kicks in. 

3. Police Officer Eric Abrahamsen stated that Monday he and three other police 

officers received RICE notices.  They requested an open public meeting.  

Wednesday Mayor Kelly met with the PBA and said that RICE notices went out 

without his authorization.  He also had said that he wasn’t sure they were legal.  

Thursday, the day of the meeting, he was notified that the meeting was cancelled. 

On Friday, RICE notices were given to two police officers.  He asked how the 

number went from four to two.  He thanked Councilwoman Zamechansky and 

Councilman Stylianou. 

4.  Barbara Correa, 240 Larch Avenue, thanked Mr. McQuade and council members 

Stylianou and Zamechansky.  She questioned the numbers Councilman Freeman 

cited regarding the budget. 

Motion to close: Councilman Stylianou 

Second: Councilman Freeman 

All in favor. 

 

The Mayor requested a five minute recess. 

Motion to go back into executive session: Councilman Carrick 

Second: Councilman Freeman 

All in favor. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

The TwinBoro Remediation project is progressing.  Soil testing for the backfill 

has been test and approved. 

Mr. Perkins is looking into a shared service with Woodcliff Lake to have a study 

done on sanitary sewer excess usage fees.  High end users, such as industrial or 

restaurants, would pay more. 

Dumont has had a shared service for tree service with Demarest.  This agreement 

involves charging higher fees than previously.  It was sent to the Mayor of Demarest for 

his review. 

The DOT grant for improvement to Depew Street has been approved in the 

amount of $146,000. 

A letter was received from Fire Chief Spina thanking the Borough for their 

assistance in obtaining energy grants and reducing energy costs for the firehouses. 

Department heads and supervisors attended an in-house training seminar 

yesterday covering worker’s compensation and harassment. 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 Councilman Brophy 

Shade Tree Commission 
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Arbor Day will take place April 28
th

  

Finance 

The Councilman has spent much time at finance committee meetings with 

Councilman Stylianou and Councilman Freeman discussing the budget.  He offered to 

waive his $2,000 stipend. 

 Councilman Carrick 

No Report 

 Councilman Freeman 

Nothing further to report 

 Councilman Hayes 

Joint Land Use Board 

They lost a court case for a variance requested on Dixon Avenue. 

They discussed the parking issue with the Senior Housing and St. Mary’s Church. 

Frank Lopez was sworn in to fill a vacancy and the attorney and engineer were appointed. 

 Councilman Stylianou 

Nothing further to report 

 Councilwoman Zamechansky 

Buildings and Grounds 

  This past week she, Mayor Kelly, John Perkins, Captain Faulborn, Bill Bowen, 

Steve Cavadias and Sue Connelly met to discuss the condition of Borough Hall.  Prices 

were received to do ductless air handlers in the police department; repair the fire escape; 

replace the roof, which doesn’t include sheathing; upgrade the elevator which requires a 

separate room; window replacement for approximately 90 windows and pointing of brick 

walls.  The low ballpark comes to $926,955.  They will meet again soon and are looking 

into different options. 

 

ATTORNEY PASTER’S REPORT 

The construction work on the Flood Control Phase II project has begun.  Of the 

required 166 easements and rights of entry, there are still ten left.  He expects to have 

these resolved this week. 

The second reading of the St. Mary’s intersection road vacation is scheduled for 

April 17
th

.  He has requested formal maps and descriptions of the vacated road bed area 

from Neglia Engineers so that once the ordinance is adopted and published it can be 

recorded with the County Clerk. 

At the request of the administrator and code enforcement official, quotes were 

obtained for clean-up of unmaintained, abandoned and bank owned properties in the 

Borough.   

Mr. Paster is preparing an RFP for publication to seek proposals for monetization 

of the existing wireless phone antenna lease on the borough property at the DPW site. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

For the record, the budget hearing will take place May 1, 2012 at 6:30PM or as 

soon thereafter as the matter may be heard. 

 Mayor Kelly congratulated Lincoln School on their 100
th

 anniversary. 

Motion to adjourn: Councilman Stylianou 

Second: Councilman Freeman 
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All in favor. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55PM 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by: 

Susan Connelly, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

 


